


doni;iinr a r e  an i ss i ic  of national  soy- 
ereigniy. .4 i thoi~gh ICANN says it 
t d k  i ~ ~ ~ o a c c ~ u n t  the interests ofgo!. 

A RHETORICAL QUESTION 

Our universities :u& from a lack qf attention to an anrient art 

,3HI.IEH THIS S t 4 R .  I tWh ii 

CTUISL. a r o u n d  sonic o f r h e  Hel- 
lenic r u i n s  on the Aegcan coast 

sical history actompa' i ied us. I had a 
ofTurkey. An Oxford lcc,turer on clds- 

mane l lous  Iholiday, only slightly 
marred by the fact  t h a t  the tour Icc- 
tiirer, a young nian u l i o  doubtless 
knew a lot abour the religions of the  
ancient u'rrrld. lar,ked lecturing skills. 
Both in content a n d  i n  deli\ery, he 
failed to engage his auJienc,e. 

T h i s  defect u a s  borne home to me 
the more furcefully because one of OUT 

fellow c r u i s r r ~ ,  a ret i red professor of 
philosophy at Ti-inity College, Dublin, 
volunteered to give a ralk at the $reat 
theatre at Miletus. I t  w a s  on t h e  tliree 
.Milesian pre-Sacratic philosophers of 
the G t h  century BC, who were. in cfkct,  
the forerunners o f  Gixek philosophy. 
Few of us h a d  heard before of Thales, 
4naairnnnder or Anasirnenrs,  b U t  r e  
were a l l  enthralled by his ler ture,  a n d  
asked him to tell 11s niorr. neibrr the 
tour n a s  over. we had rnpyed  his dis-  
course on Socratrs, Plat" and Arista- 
tle, rrn the Epicureans a n d  finallg onr 
on the Stoics. 1 had read philosophg a t  
Oxford, biit n o n e  of the lectures I had 
attended as an undergraduate, includ- 
ing those by I s a i a h  Hcrhn, w e r ~  as 
intellectiially itimulatiiig 3s rhcsc. 

Perhaps hei:ausc we were i n  thr 
ancient world, I began to \bonder what 
had happened to rhetoric,. Sinw then, I 
have askcd s r \ e r a l  avadrntics how 
much importancc is given tolecturing 
ability uhen  filling vacancies They 
agree  thar it helps if a n  applicant is 
knoun  to Ifxrure well, tiiit much 
greater importancc is a t tx t i ed  to a 
c,andidatr's rrsearch recnrd and publi- 
rations. Onc,r an a t a d c n w  has tenure. 
n o  one question> his or her sliortcorn- 
ings as a lecturer. I n  Oxford, alniost all 
lectures are voluiitary I n  tny day, most 
of u abstained afrer a hrief tastei. 
Inspiring Icccurcs n ~ e r e  rarely i'n(:oun- 
rered. I doubt inurh has cliangcd. 
Higher education would surely gain i f  
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NET CONTROL 

It's a myth that no one controls the internet. Until recentb, it was 
American citizens; now governments are getting in on the act 

\  THE FOLR ).cars S l n C e  I t  M a s  
f i iundrd,  the board o f  direc,rors o l  I t h e  lntrrnrt Corporation fur 

Assigned Names  and Numbers 
1C;Zh-N-the "CN o f  Cyberspacr"- 
has held i t s  meetings in the organisa- 
tion's hometuwn, a backwater o f  1.0s 
.\ngrlec. I t  %as tlirre, for ovrr t w n  
drcades, that the internet's underlying 
operations were co-ordinated hy a sin- 
gle computer xiencr professor, Inn Pus- 
tel,funded bq the Pcntagon. H e  man- 
aged the addressinq syrtrm and routing 

ru i i  by a U K  agcncj full of diplomars. 
The Internat ional Tr lernmmunica- 
tion5 Lli i ion scts internatiunal \ran- 
dards  like Hritain's cal l ing code o 1 ' ~  
But  the internet, madc up ofp r iva t ?  
netuorhs rather than nationally- 
licensed operators, lacks that s n r t  o1 
formal polit ical control. Now m a n y  
goLcrnments around the g lobr  a r r  
considcring whether the internet has 
hec,omr too important ro l a w  t o  thc 

countable group of CS lanyers.  
control  o f  a small, relatively LII1PC- 

n.;mbers that enable rhe internet to 

uork. He  mas the dictator of the dot. 
IC,\P\TN, hacked by r l ie L:S govern- 

m m r ,  tnok m e r  thc r o l r  when Postel 
died in 1998. Thc location of the 
board mcct ing  served a s  a wni inder  
that, no matter hou  global thr inter- 
net bec ..,* --- ' e r  base remained 
in thr S. This year, wever, the pol- 

d i a t  comprise IC.-\TN w i l l  go t o  
Shanghai, q n a ,  for t h r  end of 0i:ro- 

h r T Z Z F T & e r t i n g .  I t  marks  a subtle, 
hut s?mhoic ,  shift 111 power. 

.4Ithuugh the myth persists tliat no 
on? i.ontrols ttie intcrnet.  i t  I F  not  l r  MI11 f a l l  LID"" I(:". for rxa111- 

icy-makers - a n  usincss excc,iitivcs 

3 .. r 

really trur. .Any network systimi. hr it 
a telrptione, railroad, <,anal or cjhrr- 
spac,e, requires B cer ta in  dcgrec orcrn- 
tral co-ordination For the nct. tharjnb 
gim ro IC.\\", \zl i ich Sets po l i r i e i  
ovcr monikers l ike ".co~tll. and h a s  
pnurr to mint ne\, addrccses, acting a s  

a k i n d  ofcrnt ra l  bank for tlic in ternr t  
\Vherr in an ear l i e r  era .  n global 

asset l i ke  rlir names a n d  addrrssez of 
[ l ie internet- thr lifeblood of rlie dig- 
i te l  Lborld-would be r r g u l n ~ p d  by 

inc-ludus il tootl i lrss a d \ ~ i s o r j  mmrnit-  
ree of g o w r n m e n t  representati\ I.S. 

That is a big contrast to the  trle- 
"hone s y s t e m  Ibr ins tance,  \ rhich ic 

ple, to decide n h o  w i l l  oprrat r  reg- 
istr i rs for non-Kuman alphabet inrcr- 
netaddreses that nil1 work alongsidc 
the cu r ren t  dot-corn y s t c m ,  so that 
languages likr Chinewcan be iisrd for 
u c h  pager and e-mails. To bring onlint. 
thc majority o f thc uor ld  tlhar dorsn t 

a m r i  a r r g i \ r n  
out affects trerdoni of s p e r h  onlinr. 

I t ' s  ens! tu sx hou Chinew u p u k -  
ers in otlier countries imglir ohjert t(i 

tains [ l i e  dot  (currently ho i iwd  i i i  J 

protrc,rrd huilding iii Washingion. UC) 
,-an derrrinine lieu t h e  ne t  cvol>es.  

lnternct diplomars h a \ e  nlso becn 
reflecring upon the consequences o f  
1 ~ r h  Srptemher. On tlhat day, t l i c  trlr- 

-- 
the global i n t v rnc t  d a t a b a s r  (China 


